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and, for several days, little was heard of in 


COBBETTS WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. 








PE ST a omnes eee > eee ? 


Von. XVII. No. 39.) LONDON, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22, 1810. [Price 1s. 


—— Oo Ee 





ee 





“* He did not maintain the right; but taking the expediency ef the case, could any thing be more easy 
* than to supply the vacancy in the same manner in which it would be supplied by Jaw in the event of 
“* the King’s death? Was it not more expedient and more analogous to the Constitution, to place the 
** power there,where by legal course it would in due time go? | Was not that better than to go on with a 
‘“* weak and divided Government? Could any thing: be more likely to cramp and pavatyse allthe 
“* energies of the country than an executive in such a state? If it be trne that the Kingly office has too 
“* much power, controul it. [f the King had more than was necessary to animate exertions and to reward 
“* merit, and to repress crimes by punishments, it was as necessary tu take it from a King as from « 
“* Regent.”———SIR FRANCIS BURDETT’S Speech in the House of Commons, 20th Dec. 1810, 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


Liset Cast. Mornine Post.——The 
readers of the Register will recollect, that, 
last spring, just after Sir Francis Burdett 
had been, by the aid of an army equal, 
penne, to that in Portugal, sent to and 
odged-in the Tower ; just after this me- 
morable event had taken place, the 
venal prints, and especially the Morninc 
Post, began its attacks upon Mr. Rocer 
O’Connor, who happened to be in the 
House of Sir Francis at the time when the 
troops gained the victory over the Ho- 
nourable Baronet and his wife and children. 
The venal prints having set the example, 
the brave, the valiant, the highblooded 
galliers followed it with great alacrity ; 


the fashionable world but at once stupid 
and malignant. insinuations against Mr. 
O'Connor, all which were met by that 
Gentleman, who openly and fully refuted 
them, showed the baseness of the motives 
whence they had proceeded, and, in his 
Narrative, published in the Register’ on 
the i2th.of May last, introduced to the 
know! of the people of England a 
chain of such horrible facts; as to the 
treatment he had experienced, that the 
venal: gang seem to have been thereby 
most grievously annoyed. To be revenged 
on him for tliis,to work the MEAN, MER- 
CENARY;, and MALIGNANT crew went 
ough the channel of the venal press. 
No attempts, however, did they make to 
answer the Narrative of Mr. O'Connor ; | 
but, they went back to the very time, 
avhen, as. Mr. ©’Connor complained he 
had been so cruelly persecuted, and 1 
took the speeches, at that time uttered by. 
his enemies, and published them as py 


ots 
in — to his statements. —~In one ’ 
of ‘speeches there was.a charge, and 


most. respectable merchant of London, 
whose name, the reader will observe, had 
been mentioned in Ireland; in the speech 
re-published by the Morning Post, for the 
purpose ‘of doing injury to Ma. O’Connor 
at the time when the speech was made. 
It was said, as a proof of Mr..O’Connor’s 
treasonable intentions, that he was in cor- 
respondence with Mr. Hucn Batu, who had, 


for some time, been confined in England upon 





a charge of High Treason.——Mr. Bell, 
when he saw this old falshood revived, re- 
solved, it appears, to prosecute the promu!- 
gator of it. He, therefore, brought his 
action of damages against one Braue, who, 
it seems, is the proprietor of the Mornin 

Post,. in which paper, as being the most 
venal of the most venal, as being the very 
prince of liars and calumniators, this foul 
and base and malignant slander was pub- 
lished._——It appears,’ that Mx. Bett was 
arrested upon suspicion, but, that he was im- 
mediately released, and, hence the reader 
will easily believe, that there was.not even 
the shadow of a proof against him. Yet 


did the enemies of -Mr..O’Gonnor in Lre- 


land alledge that his being in correspon- 
deace with Mr. Bell was a proof of his 
being a traitor!——Reatler, we yet feel, 
and we long shall feel, the effects of what 
was done in those days.——The result of 
the Trial will be seen below ; for I have 
subjoined to this Summary the fullest re- 


port of it that Dean find, looking upon it 


; 





@ false charge, against Ma, Huon ba | 


 sureto every friend of 


as of very great importance, in many 


‘points of view; boch as to the present and 


to rei———For, as tothe thing itself, 
rh even that is of: importance, it is 
Sieg ali when compared withthe ap- 


plicision of it’ at « future time ; that: time 

which 1 confideritiy hope I shall live to 

seei-——There is, inthe report of .ais trial, 

something that will have given real piea- 

oni ; andl that is, 

— the manly and spirited con- 
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_Swer' that is the good thing.——As to his 
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duct, of Mr. Torpinc, whose words will 
this day- be in every mouth, and whose 
conduct will not fail to receive universal 
applause. This is the first gleam of spirit 
that I have seen at the Bar since Lorp 
Fiuskine left it. 
nota mere gleam; but, when I look at 
the Bar, when I see what it is composed of, 
and what are the political baits which are 
held forth to it, I must.confess, that I have 
‘but very little expectation of ever seeing it, 


under the present system, any thing better | 





than what it now is. To Mr. Torrinec, 
however, the thanks of every man, who 
has any wish that there Should be an 
freedom, or any thing like freedom, left, 
are due. He spoke out; and he spoke 
out in the proper place too.——The answer 
of the Arrorney GENERAL, as reported in 
the ‘Times, puzzles one as to the mode of 
expressing one’s feelings at it. It is, how- 
ever, impossible to help laughing, first at 
seeing this man now the defender of the 
most famous libeller that ever wrote or 
published, Not only was the thing he 
was now defending a falshood; not only 
was it amost foul and mglignant slander ; 
not only was it published from the most 
malignant motives ; bat, the man who pub- 
lished: this libel was, and is, a notorious | 
libeller; a notorious publisher of malig- 
nant falshoods ; nay,’ it was that same 
man, who, in his paper of the 6th of 
October last, asserted, that “ the Corsican 
Tyrant”, [meaning the Emperor of 
France] ‘and his Yninisters, boasted of the 
“« monstrous vice,’ for which the unnatural 
wreiches of Vere Street had just been pil- 
loried ; and who had the infamy to assert in 
his same paper, that “ I abused the British 
*« Papers for speaking al! of such monsters, and 
* that I told the people, that it was of no 
** cons whether they were governed by 
“ the Vere Street gaitg, or by a virtuous 
“ sovereign: anil ministers.”—-——This is 
the man, or these are the men, for 
I believe there are iwo, who conduct 
this. venal print; this is the man, whem 
the Attorney General now stood forth to 
defend, against the complaint of an honest 
ntleman who. had been foully libelled 
y him——The reader will not fail to 
look well at the report cf his speech; and 
to note down the doctriffes there set forth; 
and especially the manner, in which he 
answered. Mr. Torrinc. It is this an- 
being 80 well known from his boyhood up to 
this. ys there may, perhaps, be, ‘and, I 
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Let us hope, that it is | 


ing on id 
‘France-or Holland or Italy or in the Con 





Gare say, there are, come people who have 


{125¢ 
known him all that while. Most of us 
have been known all our fives by some 


body or other; so that there was nothine 
very rare in his case, Like thie rest of us, 
his-beginning is known, but there is nothing 
to boast of in that being known. If he 
could have foretold his end, indeed, there 
might have been something worth hearing. 
——This same news-paper proprietor, 
defended wpon this occasion by the Attor- 
ney General, published, in the same print 
of the 16th of November last, that all those 


members of the House of Commons, who 


had, on the 15th VOTED AGAINST THE 
MINISTER, were persons, * whose natxre 
a8 debased by tire vile views of faction, and 
“whose unmanly feelings and ungenerous 
“ hearts forbid theirsympatliy,” in the case 
of the King.——Now, you know, reader, 
that Mr. Gate Jones was sent to Newgate 
for several months, because he made it a 
question, whether ‘Mr. Yorke ‘had acted 
right, in clearing the Gallery of the House 
of Commons. No one has yet noiiced 
this article of the Morning Post, which 
paper, be it observed, highly ‘applauded 
the sending of Mr, Jones to prison. 
But. what [wish to nail the reader’s at- 
tention to, is this fact, that itis the Ador- 
ney General, who is, in the case of the libel 
on Mr. Bell, the defender of the Morning 
Post. We shall return to this subject 
again ; for, it is of too much importance 








to be let off with little said about it, and, 


besides it must become a matter of future 
discussions, or, if it does not, it is perfectly 
useless for us to discuss amy thing at all. 
—Let the whole transaction, therefore, 
be regarded as a thing put upon record 
for future use; a thing to be returned to; 
a thing that waits for the best and most 
convenient time of using it. But, I must 
beg the reader to go through it all; and, 
to be sure not to omit reading the Judge's 
speech at’ the end. That speech, oo. 
all things, should be borne i mind, 

should be read over and over; every 
word should he well weighed; for, nab 
after, it will be found to be a thing for 


seep at large to understand well-—= 


eve ate some men; who would fain 
have usthirik of nothing but of the cme 
to be apprehended from the schemes 
Napoleon; but, such men are acento" 
or knaves. They are either du We 
selves, or they wish to dupe others. oe 
are much more inte in-what 1s $° 
on in England than’ in what is gong 
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federated States of the Rhine. 
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tcll me, of Napoleon’s fleets while | have | of the Jew, Dg Yoneg,,a thing.to. be ,for- 
objects like this trial .before my eyes. | gotten. ‘The reader-will recollect, that, ,at 


What are his fleets and his armies and his , page 162, I published an 


account of, tae 


schemes.to us 5, what. are they, or of what | ¢ria/ of this may, who, in the. mauner re- 


consequence can. they be, while we have 
these libel trials, while we have such pro- 
ceedings. as these now referred to, belore 
us. ‘I'he man.is an ideot, if he disinterest. 
edly feel any concern about Napoleon’s 

reparations ; if all such concern do not 
shrink quite into nothing, while he bas 
under his. eye transactions. at home, like 
those of which we are now speaking.—— 
I cannot help writing a word or two here 


' 


upon the manner of Mr. Bell’s proceed. | 
ing against this calumniator. Hedid not | vember Mr. Manayarr moyed, (as will 
pursue him. by way of information or in- | be seen by the report inserted, in ano- 
dictment;. he did not prosecute him, for | ther part of this sheet) for a rule to shew 


publishing falsehoods, and at the same 


time leave him no chance of proving his | : 
tion principally upon the arguments made 
use,of before by me, at the place above 


innocence; he took no unfair advantage 


of any sort of the foul and malignant as- | . 
‘referred to.—-—The Jupce (Lord Ellen- 


perser of his character; he appealed to 
the old common law of the land; he 
brought his action against him, for damages; 
he left him at full liberty to justify his 
conduct, by proying that what he had 
done was no wrong to Mr. Bell; in short, 
Mr. Bell put it, upon this issue; if what 
you haye said be é¢rue you are innocent; if 
what you have said be false you are guilty. 
Mr. Bell did not shut up the lips of the 
accused, at the moment that he preferred 
an accusation against him. He did not 
tie his hands, while he set others. on to 
beat him. He-acknowledged, in his mode 
of prosecution, that truth is not a libel, 
——The Morning Post of the 20th has 
the impudence to insinuate, that the Jary 


acted contrary to their consciences, in | 
| says.—-~-Upon_all these proceedings we 


giving a verdict of £.500 damages. Have 


corded at page 160, was found cvidty..——s 
Upon the occasion referred to, 1 argued 
the case for the Jew; and. to that argu 
ment I beg leave to refer the reader,——- 
Well, what was done,to the Jew,who had thus 
been convicted? Nothing at all in the wa 

of executing the law.upon him. His 
Counsel, Mr. Marayatr, obtained a: re- 
servation of the point of daw, and De 
Yonce was held to bail, in the mean- 
while.—-—-Since that, on the 9th of No- 


cause why the verdict against De Yonge should 
not be set aside; and, he grounded his mo- 


‘borough, the same that. tried De Yoncr) 
_ appears, from the Report, to have told Mx, 





t 


the men, who write in this paper, or | 
who. publish their Iucubrations through it, | 
forgotten, that. they thought, or at least, | 


took occasion to say, that the sentence 
upon me was too light.—--—The pullic are 
obliged to Mr. Bell, for pulling out. this 
Byrne by the ears, and holding him up 
like a pole-cat dragged from. his hole. 


There is an associate of this reptile, of 


whom we shall catch hold, before it be 
long, though be thinks himself at this time, 
very safe.——I strongly recommend to 





‘ 
; 
} 
| 
/ 


: 


the reader, to peruse, with great attention, | 


the whele of the proceedings in this case ; 
for, I repeat it, they are of ten thousand 
times more interest to Englishmen than 
ere all the preparations of Napoleon, 


Jacosin. Guineas ——Nor is the case 


’ 


i 


| the purpose ; ant he yo 





Maxeyart, that time pressed upon the court 
then; but that. he might take a rule ; 
that is to say, might argue the matter for 
his client.——-But (now mark, reader!) 
then rises the Attorney,General, and, ac- 
cording to the report, observes, that a 
question, “ turning upon the same point, 
“ had occurred before the Chief Justice 
‘¢ of the Common Pleas on the Jast Circuit, 
‘“ who had directed itto be pyt into a case, 
«and submitted to the Twelve Judges.’’—— 
It appears that he then agreed to delay the 
committal of De Yonce, uniil the decision 
of the Judges had taken place.——-This 
is what the news-paper Report of this trial 


ought to keep our eye; for, as will be 
soon felt, they are connected with, they 
are interwoven with, the. very vitals of 
THE SYSTEM. Great events generally 
begin by trifling things. How many jn- 
stances. have we of this in our history. 
Jew De Yonez, unless I am very much 
deceived, is destined to have his name 
handed down to. posterity ——Fror the 
very first appearance of thjs case, If was 
convinced of the importance of it. | If 
pushed on, I was sure that it would end in 
producing or leading to most important 
consequences.——Let it be remembered ; 
never Jetit be forgotten, that a trap was 
laid for.Dg YonGe by persons employed for 
see, it 1S not 
yet finally decided, that the man has com- 
mitted any crime at all,—-—This is the thing 
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for the reader to bear in mind, and that 
will, I trust, be borne in mind by some 
member of parliament, capable of bring~- 
ing the matter forward i a proper and 
efiectual way. | 


Procespincs iv PartiaMENT. Krino’s 
Iitness. (Continued from page 1234.) 
——We saw, at the place here referred 
to, that the House of Lords adjoarned, on 
the 17ih, to Wednesday, the 19th, and that 
the House of Commons, after having or- 
dered the printing of ihe Evidence of the 
Physicians, adjourned to Thursday, the 
20th instant.—-—In the mean time the 
Revort of the Committees, containing the 
evidence of the Physicians, was published ; 
and, though that report will, in a few 
days, appear at full length, in the Ist 
Part of the Parliamentary Debates of the 
present Session, it will be necessary to 
state here some of the principal facts now 
brought tolight.* It appears, then, from 
this Report, that none of the King’s fa- 
mily have set eyes on him since about the 
29th of October, but that the Lord Chan- 
cellor (Eldon) and the Minister (Perceval) 
have been admitied to him more than once. 
It appears, that the King’s eye-sight is 
nearly, if not wholly, gone. It appears, 
that he is in ill-health bodily, exclusive of 
the disorder of his mind. si appears that 
this disorder hasbeen upon him in some de- 
gree from the tizrd of October last. And, in- 
deed; there appears to me, after the read- 


~ ing of the whole of this Report, tobe but 


very little grgund to hope for:a recovery. 
The. Physicians say, indeed, that they’ 
have strong hopes of final recovery ; but, 
it is not their expressions of hope that ‘we 
ought to attend to so much as to fhe rea- 
sons which they 
I think the reader will agree with me, 
that.there is but too much ground for 
fearing, that their hope “has been built 
upon their loyal wishes rather than upon 


mittee.——Dr.. Writs makes’ a: distine- 
tion between @nsanity. and ‘mental deranize- 
ment; and Dr. Bariiis talke‘of the aa 
being hurried. ‘These are quite® new 
ideas; or, at least, they ure’ new words. 
And, what is the use of them? When 


pressed. hard to say WHY the wstil- cateses } 





* Seeing, however, that the Regi er 


eSH TY J 
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should not, in this case, produce their 
usual effects, the Doctors seem not to have 
been very ready to answer. Indeed, how 
should they? For, what is the King, in 
this respect, more than aman? Nature 
has made no exceptions in favour of kings, 
They are flesh and blood and bones os 
well as the n. :anest of their subjects, A}! 
attempts, therefore, to make the King’s a 
peculiar case must fail with every man 
who has sense enough to comprehend 
common facts, and independence enough 
to draw his conclusions from the evidence 
that is satisfactory to his own mind.— 
The Counter news-paper says, that Dr. 
Wittts’s able and scientific reply to the 
question: “ What is the distinction be- 
“ tween mental derangement and insanity ?” 
will afford a clear view of the nature and 
state of his. Majesty’s disorder.——The 
trath is, that the Doctor’s definitions, as 
given in the Report, are any thing but clear. 
They may puzzle some people ; but, as to 
giving any body clear information, I think 
that is impossible.——This distinction is, 
too, a ; it is quite new; it never 
was heard of before ; and, one cannot 


| help being struck with the singularity of 


the discovery having been reserved for this 
particular and important occasion.—— 
The Doctor talks about delirium, that is 
what is vulgarly called being light-headed, 
or, as hé explained it, that ‘sort of state 
which people are in when they talk in 
their sleep! And is thigall? No, thisis 
not all; but, the disorder is, it seems, of 
this cast,——Why, reader, there is hardly 
any human being of ‘the age of 20 years, 
whn has not, at some time or other, had 
this species of delirinm.——W hat is insa 
nity ?. What is the meaning of that word? 
What ‘is its plain, its received, meaning : 
It means 2 want of the use of @ person’ 
senses. And when we say, that a man's 
insune, we mean that he is out of his senses 7 


f 


: ‘upon. } that his mind is deprived of its reason. Is 
the facts, which they detailed to the Com- 


fiot this the deplorable and lamented state 
‘Of big Majesty? And, if it be se, - oo 
| tse'are’scigbiific distinctions? And wif 
| ‘arewe to be flattered with the belie ee 
ibis disorder, which has: now lasted oe 
{than two months, and doring which 

{den ie area added. to: Frances 18 


e . 
1% 


{to 





insert the Examination’ of Dr. Wits, | this 


> Ohi’ ep: 
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“ “— October >—Yes; I saw his Majesty 
day, three timés, from the Srd of Oc- 

es pers — Did you, in the interval be- 
« tween the 3rd and the 25th of October, 
“ perceive any symptom of iniisposition 
“about the King?—I sometimes thought 
“ his Majesty’s médnner agitated ; but there 
“ always seemed an occasioil of this, in 
“ the report which was made respecting 
« the Princess Amelia.— Was that agi- 
« tation of a nature to excite any particu, 
“lar apprehensions in your mind, with 
« regard to His Majéesty’s mental health ? 
«No, not at that time ——Not at any 
“time between the 3rd and the 25th of 
« October ?—No.—— You have said, that 
«on the 25th of October, the King was 
“not so mueh mentally indisposed as to 
“incapacitate him from business, or 
“amount to mental derangement, and 
«you have said, the King is so indis- 
“posed now; when did the symptoms 
“ become so ‘urgent as to amount to in- 
“capacity for business, and to establish 
a ‘, character of ‘mental derangement ? 
— His Majesty’s symptoms increased 
“ « rapidly on the 28th of October.” 
What other things may have been done, in 








the King’s name, since the 3rd of October, | 


I know not; but, as the public well know, 
the Order of the Bath, has been conferred 
upon Marshal Beresford sitieé the “ Vic- 
“« tory of Busacgo,” the riews of which was 
published by our Govertimént on the 14¢h 
of October: SS that this must necessarily 
have been done after the fimé that Sin 
Forse Hatrorp “ sometimes thought his 
ajesty’s manner agitated.” ——Dates are 
often troublesome things; and this date 
of the King’s agitated manner blows up, 
at once, the whole of the story about the 
atk a Posy, which, from the yery oat- 
set, [ looked upon ag a fabrication of the 
venal prints, et, for what purpose, I 
could not tell.—In' the Cotnriek of the 
25th of Oetuber we were told: “ Our 
“ beloved Sovereign yor gird fhie 50th 
“year of his vient -day, and it will 
“ give the highest satisfaction to e class 
“ of society te hear, re tha 
‘Siaaae 
“ with regard to 
“ has been at any Serer 
PR Ne 
the 
seme 2 holes 
of ‘ae 
Morning 
“ to aa thas bi his ) 
“ was only a om 





“ Chancellor and Mr. Perceval had trans- 
“ aeted official business with him the day 
*« before.” ——It now appears in’ evidence 
before the.Committee, that Sir H. Hal= 
ford had seen him three times a day be- 
tween the 3rd and the 23th of October ; 
and, that he became. so ill, that none of 
| his family could see him, at the very time 
when these venal Writers were “ rejoiced 
“ to state, that his indisposition was only a 
* slight cold; and that on the 25th of Oot, 
on the very day when the Courfer told 
us, that Ais health was ws well as at any former 
period of his life, he was, as is now given 
in evidence, become wholly incapable of 
attending to any business whatever, and 
was in what Doctor Willis calls a state of 
mental derangement.——I do not point out 
these facts by way of exposing the mere 
falshoods of these venal men. Thathas been 
amply done before. ‘The exposute here 
is of another order; and calls for the par- 
ticular attention of this abused poblic. 
——It was on the very same day, the 
memorable 25th of October, that the 
yenal prints first put forth the story about 
the Ring, of which, when it afterwards ap- 
red. that the King was afflicted with 
is former unhappy malady, they con- 
vetted to the use of having produced that 
malady, of being the sole cause of it, 
which, of course, tf believed, would be de 
companied with the persuasion, that the 
malady was of a temporarynature. Ac- 
cordingly when the fact of the King’s ill- 
ness was forced out by the want ofa previous 
for the prorogation of the parlidment, 
the Morning Post told us, that it had been 
occasioned by the presenting of the Ring to 
him, the affecting inscription upun whieh 
caused him to burst into tears, with the 
most heart-touching lamentations.—— But, 
we tiow find, from the evidencé published, 
that Sit H. Halford had seen the King 
thréé times a day from the $rd of October, 
and bad; between that and the 25th, ob- 
served that bis manner was agitated. —— 
The éxact state of the King, at the time 
When the Order of the Bath was conferred 
apo Marshal Beresford, would be worth 
a | bot, Te and will, probably, be known : 
but, F must conifers, that 1 should think 
it much’ moré valuable to get at: the 
botton? of the story about the Ring, 
whieh, from’ the first time I saw it ip 
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well calculated todeceive peopie in gene- } 
ral, this story appeared to’.me to carry 
falshood and deceit upon the face of it; 
for, was it to be believed, that her Majesty 
and that the other branches of the Royal | 
family would be so little mindful of the | 
King as to suffer his feelings to be ex- | 
posed to such a trial? And then, the’: 
Posy, or Motto, upon the Ring, was spoken. 
of as if-it bad been instantly read by his 
Majesty, which, as the reader will. pers 
ceive, was wpossible; and, is it. to be be- 
lieved, that the Queen, and the Physicians, 
in attendance, would sufter, under such 
circumstances, that Motto to be read to 
him, and especially at a time when Sir 
Henry Halford who saw him three times a 
day, could observe in him an agitated man- 
ner? No: this is not to he believed; 
and, therefore, while we leave their olyects 
to be guessed at, we must pronounce the 
substance of this story to be asheer fabrica- 
tion on the part ef the writersin the Morn- 
ing Post and Courier.——The falshoods, 
published by these prints, relating to the 
King’s indisposition;- the detected and 
now proven falshoods, must necessarily 
produce a very injurious effect, upon the 
public mind, as to the future stages of his 
Majesty’s disorder, if that.disorder should 
take a favourable turn. For, who would 
belicve what. was published in future, until 
prog of it appeared ,as perfect as if given 
in acourt of justice? In short, in. these 
attempts made by the venal prints, there 
has been more done to-injure.the King, if 
injury to him from public opinion relating 
to the state of his mind be. possible, than 
has been done, or attempted to be done by 
all those who, at any time, have entertained 
the greatest dislike to kingly government 
in this country, We. will now take a 
short view of what has, since the publica- 
tion of my last Number, been done. in the 
House of Commons, which, indeed, is no 
other, than a resolution, passed, on the 
20th instant, after a debate of. many hours, 
by a majority of 112 (there being 269. for 








[1260 
they are to. do this now, because it was in- 
tended to be done in 1788, what reason is 
there that they should not, upon the same 
ground, make a Regency with the limita- 
tions that were.then intended to be made? 
———\t page 1036, 1 entered pretty fully 
into the reasons against. those intended 
limitations ; and, though I have very nar- 
rowly watched the venal prints from that 
day to this, [have not seen one single ar- 
gument, nor any thing in the shape of an 
argument, urged against what I there ad- 
vanced,—-—~'That. the limitations, which 
the minister intends to propose are the 
same, or nearly the same, as those sub- 
mitted to his Royal Highness, and ob- 
jected to by bim in 1788, we cannot 
doubt, after the speech of Mr. Perceval, 
in the House of Commons, on the 20th 
instent, as, that speech is reported in the 
Morning Chronicle, and from which 
speech i here insert an extract: “ Be- 
“ fore I proceed -to..weigh the grounds of 
‘‘ preference upon these, two courses, | 
* feel the propriety, asI previously stated, 
“ to lay before the House a general view 
“of what I intend further to propose in 
“ execution of this measure. It is in my 
“ view that his Royal Highness the Prince 
‘eof Wales should be appointed to exer- 
“cise the office of Regent, in. the name 
‘‘ and on the behalf of his Majesty, during 
« the continuance of the King’s indispo- 
“sition. That, generally, all the powers 
« of the Government should be committed 
«to his hands. . That to her Majesty the 
« Queen should be entrusted the care 
« and guardianship of the King’s person. I 
« think it also necessary that due prov'- 
« sions should be made #o notify the gl 
« pecovery,. and chalk out the course © 
« proceeding by which his Majesty ™) 
« be enabled to re-assume his functions. 
« These three provisions should have [ 
“« Limit in point of time, except what shou 
« arise from the duration of the King s . 
« disposition. But with respect to all - 
« powers of Majesty, I do feel that 





it and 157 against. it). to proceed by the | “ ing all the circumstances connect 


way of Billo the appointment of a ) 
It ‘ useless to pale cae further —— 
upon this; for, [ am. not aware. of any 
thing that can be said in addition to what 
was said thereon in my last, at page 1231. 
——But, what is of still greater import- 
ance than the mode of proceeding is, the 
substance of what isto be. proposed to the 
Prince as to the limitations talked of ; | 


« with the King’s indisposition into con- 
« sideration, Sal should be placed awn 
prerogatives of the crown, when in the 
Mires ; from the 
‘se of the Régent. It-was evident, House 
“ eyidence produced before. the , 
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« and the state of his Majesty’s heat?’ 
“ his former disorders, that ye pe a. 
at no, distant. period | o; sentioned 
« although no speeifi 4. ero will 


ded 





and, if the Houses are to’preceed b il 
of Bill upon the ground Of prectilen; H 


“by his ph 
« also perceive that they have proce 





rc ap 
i th: 
So tl 
whil 
are, 
as tk 
all tl 
now 


the 
with 








1260 


3 in- 
nm 
ame 
ntta- 
ule ? 
lully 
ied 
nar- 
that 
ar- 
f an 
ad- 
hich 
the 
sub- 
ob- 
nnot 
eval, 
20th 
) the 
hich 
Be- 
ds of 
s, | 
ated, 
view 
e in 
) my 
ince 
>xer 
Jame 
ring 
ispo- 
wer»s 
itted 
y the 
care 
n, I 
rovi- 
‘ing’ s 
se of 
may 
j0ns. 
fe 10 
yould 
3 in- 
| the 
tak- 
cted 
con- 
n the 
hands 
o the 
louse, 
th in 
ook 
very» 
i 
will 


seded 


1261] DECEMBER 22, 1810.—Proceedings in Parbiament, [1262 


«to ascertain the course and j,rogress of ; Only twelve months, and to expire in six 
«his Majesty’s present disorder by aj| weeks after the meeting of the Parlia- 


“reference to his former complaint, 
«And as to that complaint, we. have 
“the authority of the late Dr. Willis, | 
«in 1788, that the shortest period in 
« which tn such disorders recovery could | 
“be expected was six weeks, that 
«the ‘average period wag for five or six | 
“ months, and that from twelve months to | 
« twelve and a half was the extreme point 

“ at which, if the most encouraging symp- 

“toms of recovery did not present them. 4 
« selves, the prospect became almost hope- 
“less. Under these circumstances it be- 
“came thé House, looking at the proba- 
“bility of his Majesty’s recevery at no | 
« distaut period, to take amplt security for | 
“ his complete restoration to thé functions of | 
«“ his al Authority. That the dignity 
“ of the Executive office coull not be im- 
“paired by any due limitation arising 
“ from such considerations I most sincere- 
“ly feel; and therefore I should think 
“ that a restriction upon the exercise of 
“ these powers in the hands of the Regent 
“ for twelve months, most advisable, taking 
“care that the limitation should expire 
“ during the sitting of Parliament, and at 
“ least six weeks after it was convened. It 
“would thet be open for Parliament to 
“ reconsider the subject, or if they did not 
«e think that duty necessary, the termina- 
“tion of the restriction woutd have the 
“ advantage of having occurred under the 
“ eye and superintendance of the Legislature, 
“ Upon these grounds, I think that there 
‘ should be a suspension for the same pe- 
“riod of the power of granting any rank or 
“« dignity in the ‘Peerage, with certain: ex- 
“ceptions. Also, that all pensions and 
“ offices granted should continue only during 
“ the continuance of the Regent én office, un- 
“less subsequently approved and con- 
“ firmed by his Majesty.’ And lastly, that 
“ to her Majesty the Queen, with the care of 
“ his Royal Person, should be committed the 
“ appointment to the several offices connected 
“ with his Majesty’s Household, subject to 
“ the reconsideration of Parliament.””?——— 


= J 


So that the abridgments of the kingly power 











ment! Just in.the same way asthe Bank 
Stoppage Bill. But, then, the matter is 
to be open te the re-eonsideration of the 


itwo Houses. That is to say, they, the 


same Elouses who have been recently sit- 
ting; these same Houses, may, if they 
choose, still continue the limitations. So 
that the Prince can never know, when he 
is to have his tall powers, though he is 
now nearly about 50 years of age! 
But, the limitations for @ year must be at- 
tended either with harm or good, If with 
harm, then why ran the risk of this barm ? 
If with good, what argument. will it be 





possible for the most ingenions man 


to discover, for taking oll those limita- 
tions, whether the power continue in the 
hands of the Prince, or be restored to his 
father ? This is called a Limited monar- 
chy ; and, itis the opinion of most men 
that I have ever conversed with, that, if 
there be a freely chosen House of Com- 
mons, the kingly part of the powers are 





limited enough. But, if they can be fur- 


ther limited ; if it be found, that, in prac 
tice, they are. now more extensive than is 
necessury ; if this be demonstrated to the 
people by the experience of @ year ; what 
is to prevent the people from. calling for 
their diminution in future ? Are we 
told, that it is. not megné to be shown that 
the powers of the King are tog extensive 
generally ; and that, in fact, the proposed 
limitations agg meant, on the conwary, to 
preserve to the present King, if he should 
recover, the exercise of certain of the 
kingly powers, or the revision of the exer- 
cise of them, during a yeargyor shorter 
period, of tris incapacity.—What an 
idea is this? So; whem the King shall 
again be capable of doing business, he is 
to revise what his son has done ; and to 
annul, or ratify, his grants at bis plea-~ 
sure! From this how easy and how, na- 
tural is the transition to the establishing 
of an annulling and, ratifying power in the 
two Houses, and at all times? And 
then we are not many steps from an 
excellent model for a Republican Go- 








while in the hands of his Royal Highness, 


vernment !———If the Prince were to con- 


are, in fact, to be saben the sane | duct the affairs of the nation well to the 
, 


as those proposed in 1788, and, of course, 
all the arguments urged against them will 
now apply with equal force. There is a 
difference merely in point of duration: 
the kingly powers now proposed to be 
withbeld trom the Prince, are to be with- 


end of the year, without the possession of 

those powers, which Mr. Perceval pro~ 

poses to withbold from him, who would 

be the man to p the putting of those 
rs into his hands ? Nay, what reason 

would there be: for it?, And what 

would there be for restoring those powers. 





held for only twelve months. That’s all. | 
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to the King himself, if he were then to 
recover? Unless, indeed, it be contend- 
ed, that the Kingly powers are held as 
possessions of his own, and for his own sake, 
and not as the Prince declared in 1788, 
«as trusts for the benefit of the people ?” 





Acéording to the proposition of Mr. 
Perceval, the governinent is to go on for 
a year, if the King should continue inca- 
pable so long, with certain of the 

owers wholly withheld from the Prince, 
but there are others which he may exer- 
cise subject to the King’s revision, when 
he shali recover, So that, when his Ma- 


jesty shall be in a state to resume the™ 


functions of royalty, he will have to re- 
vise, under the advice, perhaps, of one set 
of Pnliicter what the Prince has done, 
under the advice of another setof ministers. 
This would be well known before hand ; 
men would. not know whom they were to 
look to ; all would be weakness, ail un- 
certainty ; and that, ton, at a time, when 
nothing but wnion and wisdom acting to- 
gether can save the kingdom from irre- 
trievable ruin.——Mr. Wuitsreap, at the 
close of an admirable speech, said : « The 
‘* Ministers were resolved, to render the 
“* Prince almost a mere pageant, and to 
«deprive him ‘of the pewer, which was 
“‘ necessary to the discharge of fis of- 
“fice. A certain General said, Give 
“me an army of 40,000'men, ‘and if Bin- 


«‘vade this country, I shafl either entirely” 


*« subdue it, or make it not worth having: 
“* so in ike manner the Minister may say, 
“‘ Give me these’restrictions, and if { have 
“pot the power, I will at least make powe 

“not worth the having ? Why would you 
“ tie up th@hands of the head of the Exe- 
““cutive ?) Why would you attempt to 
“shade the splendour of the Throne? Is 
“the splendour of the Throne calculated 
“to make the man who fills that Throne 
“happy? No, it can make no man happy. 
« —.— It exists for the benefit of the na-. 
“‘tion, Is not that Regent completely 
“‘under your subjection? Can you not 


«« annihilate him when you. please ? You 


“made him with the Great’ Seal— 


“may annihilate him with the Great Seui. 


“—he has no-sccurity... The Parliament 
“has six weeks for consideration after 
“ the commencement of a Session of Par- 
“ liament, whether be is again to be con- 
“ tinued with cht power with which he is to 
* be invested. You bring him to your bar. If 
“ @ serious consideration. it’ may turn’ out 
int oe 


the Prince as having 


your constitution can go on in this way, is 








: ) «(0968 
“dark. Ifit walks this cotrse, i will walk 
“for ever. The Right Honourable Gen. 


| “ tleman talks of Jacobins 5 but what Js. 


“ cobins ever proposed more alarminc 
“measures than this? He would have 
“us to preserve the Royal Authority, noi 
“far the people for whom it was intended, 
“ but for the King. Say, then, that it is for 
“the King. It is not for the King alone, 


- but for his successors. Comparing the 


«Prince with King William, we had cer- 
“tainly additional-reason for confidence 
«jn the Prince, Was there such security 
“ from King William as a King as-we have 
«from George Prince of Wales, that he 
“ will execute the office of Regent with 
« duty to the people and affection to the 


King? De we know a more delicate hand 


“ than his inte which his Royal Father should 
*¢ be confided’ but he wished that he should 
«rather be under the guardianship of the 
«Queen. In whose guardianship has the 
“ King been these seven weeks ? Tn the hands 
«of these usurpers. I asked in the Com- 
“mittee a question of the Physicians, 
“« which, from my being over-ruled, received 
“ no answer. Lasked who sent for a certain 
“« Physician ? | was stopped; but I now 
“ repeat it as important authority. Who 
« has .exercised all the Royal functions 
these seven, weeks 2-Has the Crown no 


s regal power to hold a Court Martial ; no 


be «e 


a country-? Let thent give us au account 


r to send a regiment out of the 


« of themselves. Is this a State in which 
« things like ‘these ought to go on? We 


* Know that he is only accessible by one 


“sense. Let us reflect, that even when 
“ the King is perfectly well, i % impossible 
«« for any information to be conveyed to him, 
«but through the medium of lis Ministers 
« and sometimes, perhaps, of his mimions. 
After this there is. little to be said ; 
but, I cannot belp making’ one more ob- 
servation.—— Suppose, at the end of nine 
ot ten months, the King were to die. Away, 
oF course, “According to the present con 
stitution of our government, would go all 





the limitations. Bot, what a specacls 
‘would this be for the country ? 


thing for the - people to behold? Their re2- 
late y must lead tliem in one of these or 
directions: either. they would look up 
; though aed 
phository of the royal powers wit! 
fom a ped, if so, be Gedid they en 
to see those powers fall, all at once 1n'° 
hands: to’see him ¢o-day, under a state © 
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12 





0d 
alk 





Fen. 
Ja- 
ing 
ave 
not 
ded, 
8 for 
one, 
the 
cer- 
ence 
brity 
have 
t he 
With 
) the 
hand 
vould 
ould 
the 
s the 
ands 
om- 
jans, 
‘ived 
rtain 
now 
Vho 
ions 
no 
; no 
the 
punt 
hich 
We 
one 
hen 
sible 
him, 
ers, 
ns.’ 
id ; 
ob- 
ine 
ay, 
on- 

all 
cle 
ta 
€a- 
wo 
0n 
un 
eld 


ike 








his ; 


‘OU, 


all 








1265} DECEMBER 22, 1 


over him? What reason, what sense, | 


could they possibly see in this? What 
would they naturally think of a constitu- 
tion, that, one day, toithheld certain powers 
from their Chief Magistrete by law, and the 
next day suffered those same powersto drop 
into his hands ?———1f the measure did not 
succeed in causing the people to look upon 
the Prince as an unsafe depository of the 
royal powers witiheld from him, they 
must of necessity look upon those powers 
as being at all times unnetessary to their 
welfare; and, if this were their conclu- 
sion, the effect of the measure, in these 
times especially, need be pointed out to 
no man in his senses.——-Let it be ob- 
served, too, that the powers proposed to 


be withheld from the Prince are precisely | 


those powers, which, if once dispensed 
with, for any length of time, mary persons 


* might not wish to see revived. They 


are powers, which give influence to the 
Crown; and. the exercise of which im- 
ose, i’ most cases, burdens upon the people. 
ethinks, that. “the King’s Friends” 
should be careful how they give the peo- 
ple a practical proof, that the constant’ 
existence and exefcise of ‘such powets are 
not necessary'to the well-being of the na- 
tion. ——It is said,ahat -his Reyal High- 
ness’s Brothers have all protested against 
this scheme of limitations; and no won- 
der; for in it they must see the fate of 
the Kingly government involved. 
W™. COBBETT. 
State Prison, Nevgcte, 
Friday, 21st Dec. 1810. 








KING’S. ILLNESS, 


Examination of Dr. Rosert Daruwne 
Wits, by a Committee of the House of 
Lords and Commons,on the | 4th of Dec. 
1810. ; 


Has any amemiment already taken 
place in ‘the course of his: Majesty’s dis- 
order; and does the appearance of such 
amendment continue at present?—-A con- 
siderable amendment hes taken place, 


from the commencement of his Majesty’s | 


disorder, which stitl continues. 

What difference ‘is there, if any, be- 
tween the state of his: Majesty at present, 
and that in which be was, when you were 
examined before the Privy Council ?——I¢ 
is extremely difficult to measure degrees 

int of this sort; the character 


“to 
i thi bis Majery, open’ the whos tet 


810,~—-King’s [ilness, [1266 


as well now, as when I was examined be- 
fore the Privy Council. 

Did you ever attend his Majesty before, 
in complaints of this kind?—~In the year 
1801. 

Is the character of -the present com- 
plaint the same as that in the year 180] ? 
—In the commencement, it was exactly 
similar. 

How in its progress ?—-In its progress 
also. 

Do you conceive that-his Majesty’s in- 
creased age, since that period, is at all 
likely to influence, one way or the other, 
his ultimate recovery ?—Judging from 
the symptoms of the case, I have no 
reason to think the age will have any in- 
fluence. 

Do you think the defects of his Majes- 
ty’s sight will have any influence, one 
way or other, on his ultimate recovery ? 
—IL think it may be the means of retard- 
ing his recovery, but not of preventing the 
ultrmate recovery. 

Do you think that his Majesty’s in- 
creased age will have any influence vpon 
the duration of the disorder ?+—I do not 
consider that in this instance, the 4s” will 

‘have aby influence upon the disordér. 

Haye yoo ever met wit’ a case, in 
ocr practice, that you consider as paral- 

4 tothat-of his Majesty ?—If age is ne- 
ecssary to make up the parallel, perhaps 
not. 

Have you ever known a person, as old 
as his MajeSty, and with the same defect 
of sight, recover from a derangement ‘of 
mind ?}—TI have never seen a person, at his 
Majesty’s age, labouring under a similar 
coniplaint to his Majesty’s; taking all the 
circumstances of the complamt together. 

In the general ren of cases, which have 
come withm your knowledge, in the 
course of your practice, has increased age, 
in your opinion, bad any influence upon 
the recovery of the patient, or otherwise ? 
—Not where the case was exactly similar 
to his Majesty’s. 

J understood you to say, you had never 
met with a case exactly ‘similar to his 








— 








Majesty’s?—Taking age, and other cir- 
cunrstances of his Majesty, into considera- 
tion. 


In the general ren of cases, which ‘have 
come under your observation, do you con- 
_ceive the age of the patient to have had 
any inflwence upon his complaint ?—It 
/ 7 be difficult to answer that question, 

thout stating the particular ies of 
his Majesty’s Bead sew his Mojesty’s 
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complaint does not appear, to me, to be 
connected with age; it is a complaint, 
produced by.an accidental circumstance, 
which would have produced that com- 
plaint, atany time, in his Majesty, during 
the last 22 years. There is no mark 


ot age in the symptoms; there are none | 


of those symptoms, which usually attend 
complaints of that. description, arising 
from age ; and it appears to me, there- 
fore, that his Majesty is as likely to re- 
cover, notwithstanding-his age, from this 
complaint, as he would from any other 
accidental complaint he might labour 
under. f 

[lave you known several instances of 
persons, who have laboured under de- 


rangement of mind, at particular and dif- 


ferent periods of their lives, with intervals 
hetween the dates of derangement ?— 
Several, 

Have you considered such persons, as 
more or less likely to recever, in conse- 
quence of advanced age ?—The opinion 
must depend upon the symptoms of the 
case at the time. 

Do you then consider increased vears, 
as a circumstance not bearing itself, or 
carrying, in tiself, any influence upona 
complaint of this mature ?—Generally 
speaking age would have a considerable 
influence ; but no symptoms, which in gene- 
ral arise from age in other persons, have 
made their appearance in his Majesty; I 
therefore conclude, that age will have no 
eflect here. 

Do you conclude, that age, in an un- 
broken constitution, has no influence upon 
the probability of recovery, or otherwise; 
from this disorder ?—Provided I saw no 
symptoms of the effect of age in the indi- 
vidual,.I should say not. 

Can you at all contemplate in your own 
mind any period in which. you think his 
Majesty’s recovery likely?—No. 

- You attended the King in the year 1801, 
for the first time ?—Yes. 

Did you sign the bulletins that were 
issued jn that illness >—-No, 


Did you see the bulletins that were ise 


sued in that illness?—Yes, I did. : 
Did you.concur in the propriety of those 

bulletins, as expressing the real state of 

~ King’s. health to the public? Yes, I 


Did you concut in the opinion, express- 


ed to ‘the’ public by the Physicians, by 

le. tiga of the bulletins, that the 
“pertectly recovered ?—-To the 
recollection, the King was re- 


s 


best of m 
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corered, ard fully capable of doing busi- 
ness; there were some little remains of 
hurry about his Majesty ; nothing further, 
that I have any recolléction of. 

Do you mean to say, that those marks 
of hurry, aout his Majesty, were apparent 
at the time the bulletins ceased; and the 
Physicians thereby announced to the pub- 
he, that his Majesty was perfectly reco- 
vered ?—The symptoms of hurry, certain. 
ly, occasionally remained. 

Were the symptoms of hurry, such as to 
create a necessity for any restraint upon 
his Majesty, after the bulletins ceased ?— 
Not till a relapse took place. 

A relapse then, did, in point of fact, 
take place, after the illness in the year 
1801 ‘—A relapse took place, after the 
builetins ceased. : 

What interval was there, between the 
cessation of the bulletins and the relapse ? 
—I have no means of ascertaining, at this 
moment, when the bulletins ceased. 

What length of time, do you conceive, 
took place, between the cessation of the 
bulletins and the relapse?—lI have a per- 
fect recollection of the relapse, but I have 
no recollection when the bulletins ccazed. 

Between the cessation of the balletins, 
and the relapse, did his Majesty transact 
public business with his servants ?—His 
Majesty’s.servants had access to him. 

Had they access, after the usual man- 
ner, without the presence or permission of 
any medical attendant, or any person de- 
puted by any medical attendant ?—Cer- 
tainly. , 

Nobody was ever present, at the time 
the interviews took place between his 
Majesty and his servants?——Not to my 
knowledge. 

When, and where, did the relapse ¢¢- 
cidedly shew itself ?—At the Quecn's 
house, on the 14th or 15th of March. 

By whom was it first perceived w : 
really cannot call that to my souellecte ; 

Had you been in the habit of visit g 
the King, occasionally, from the time 
the cessation of the bulletins, to 4 P 
riod of the relapse decidedly taking Pail 
“I had not ceased to see the King ne 

When did you, yourself, percelve the 
symptoms of a decided ig anne 
King ?—I presume, either on that 
_or the next morning. pales, ge 

How long dic that relapse sg 0 
But.a very short time with an is Majesty 
How long was it, before his tap 
was restored to the state in which tbe, 
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sicians had reported him to be” 
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recovered ?—It is impossible for me to 
charge my memory with the number of 
days, at this distance of time; ta the best 
of my recollection a few days only. 

When did you discontinue your attend- 
ance on the. King, altogether, in the year 
1801 ?—On the 3d of June. 

Had the King’s hurry, which you have 
described, entirely ceased before you 
ceased attending upon the King ?-—I think, 
not entirely. 

Do you conceive those hurries were 
vestiges of and dependent upon the men- 
tal complaint of the King ?——Certainly. 

When vou speak of the King’s recovery 
for the purpose of transacting public busi- 
ness, do you understand it in the same 
way as you would the same words applied 
to an individual, that he was competent to 
the transaction of all his business, public 
and private, and to the complete manage- 
ment of his affairs ?>——Most assuredly. 

Since you ceased to attend the King in 
June, 1801, when were you since called 
to his Majesty ?—On the 6th of last 
month, 

Did not you attend the King inthe year 
1804 ?—-No. 

Since you have been called in to the 
King, do you recollect having objected to 
any proposal made for an interview be- 
wae the King and the Lord Chancellor? 
— Yes. 

Had you known, that it was intended to 
propose to the King, to see the Chancellor, 
should you have objected to his being told 
of it ?—I should, certainly, have objected. 

Do you think that any beneficial effect 
was. produced, to his Majesty’s mental 
health, by the interview between the King 
and the Chancellor ?—No. : 

Has any prejudicial etfect resulted from 
it ?-~I-am not aware that any prejudicial 
effect arose. 

On the night of the Charicelior seeing 
the King, did ou see any effect, good or 
bad, produced, that you attributed to the 
yisit of the Chancellor ?—~Not that I could 
attribute to the visit of the Chancellor. 

What was the reason assigned by the 
Physicians for wishing the King to see the 


Chancellor ?—Some of the Physicians had, 


formed an idea that the Chancellor would. 
have some influence on the King’s mind. .. 
In point of fact, was the King worse, 


that night than he had been the preceding, 
night ?—-The King had a remacheldg anes 
_ When. did you last-see his ‘Majesty doen 


This morning about.9 o'clock, .- 


a 
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What was his state at that time ?—Nearly 
in the same state that the King has been, 
for the two or three last days. 

Had he passed a good night?—A tole- 
tably good night, not equal to the pre 
ceding. 

Do you esteem it an unfavourable cir- 
cumstance, that sleep should not be at- 
tended’with its natural eflect of refresh- 
ment aid composure, in a malady of the 
nature of that with which the King is af- 
fected ?—It only marks the stage of the 
complaint. Jt uniformly takes place, 
early, in complaints of this description, 
that sleep does not benefit the mind, it 
only rtcruits the constitution at large. 

Does sleep, now, benefit the King’s 
mind, more than it did in the earlier stages 
of this disorder ?—Most undoubtedly. 

Does it benefit his mind, as much as it 
did in the corresponding stages of his 
disorder, heretofore ?—I am scarcely able 
to discover the exact parallel situation. 

Have you now, or had you lately, under 
your care, any patients of the age of the 
King ?—Not affected exactly as his Ma- 
jesty is. 

Have you had any patients, mentally 
deranged, of or about that age?—No, [ 
think not. 

Have you had patients mentally de- 
ranged, of about the same age, under your 
care '—I have had persons under states 
of insanity of the King’s age, not perhaps 
under mental derangements similar to the 
King’s. 

W hat is the distinction between mental 
derangement and insanity ?—The Com- 
mittees must be aware of the extreme dif- 
ficulty of giving a definition unpremedita- 
ted. I will describe the character of the 
different states, 1 consider the King’s de- 
rangement more nearly allied to delirum 
than insanity ; whenever the writation in 
his Majesty arises to a certain point, he 
uniformly becomes delirious. In delirium, 
the mind is actively employed upon past 
impressions, upon. objects and former 
scenes, which rapidly pass in succession 
before the mind, resembling in that case, 

a person talking in his sleep, There is also 
a considerable disturbance in the general 
constitution, great restlessness, great want 
of sleep, and total unconsciousness of sus- 
rounding objects. In insanity, there may 
be little or-no disturbapce, apparently, in 
the geperal constitution; the mind is oc- 
cupied upon some fixed idea, to 
the truth of which, it will pertinaciously 
adhere, in opposition to the plainest evi- 
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jects?—When I first saw his Majesty, on 
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dence of its falsity; and the individual is 
acting, always, upon that false impres. 
sion: in insanity, also, the mind is awake 
to objects which are present. . Taking in-: 
sanity, therefore, and delirium, as  twe 
points, I would: place derangement. of 
mind somewhere between them. His 
Majesty’s illness uniformly — partakes 
more of the delirium than of. the insanity. 

Do you mean to say that the King is at 
any time unconscious of surrounding ob- 


the 6th of November, he was perfectly un- 
conscious of surrounding objects. 

Was that his state on Tuesday last ?— 
No. 


Was there derangement on Tuesday ?— | 


There was derangement on Tuesday. 
Then, on Tuesday, did his Majesty’s: 
disorder bear the characteristic of insanity, 
and onthe 6th of November of delirium ? 
—It has never borne. the character 
of insanity ; it never gets beyond de- 
rangement, according to the scele I have. 
just laid down. | ‘3 
Does this apply to the illness-of 1801, 
as well as to the present ?—Strictly. 
What is the present state of the King’s 
bodily | health, im your opinion ?—The 
King is far. from being in a good state" 
health, at this time. 3 ; 
Are the symptoms of bodily indisposi- 
tion sufficient to account forall the de- 
rangement of mind, which is perceived 
in his. Majesty ?—~Fully safficient to ac- 
count for the present symptoms of the state 
of his. mind. ui 
Isthere a greater absence of sleep, now, 
than there was a fortnight ago?—For 
six days, there was more regular sleep, 
than there has been for:some days past j 
when | say.a fortnight, F am perhaps not 


~ 


quite accurate to the time. 


of expectation his Majesty was: know; 
that fe had been sppiticed of the Chane 
cellor’s visit to Windsor. I fiand him 
then in such a sfate of expectation, that it 
was a doubt whether as much irritation 
would not arise from keeping the Chan. 
cellor away, as from admitting him : and 
I therefore assetited, as a choice of evils, 
that the Chancellor should go in. 

. Having stated, that his Majesty’s com- 
plaint is more nearly. allied to delirium 
tharinsanity ; will you have the goodness 
to'state, whether, in yoor opinidn, it is on 
thataccount, more easily cuted ?—On that 
account FP think it moch more easily 
cured. 

In: your opinion, has the apprehension 
on the mind of a patient, of thé recurrence 
of mental malady after repeated attacks, 
| any, and-what effeet, in producing a re- 
| newat of sach attacks ?—It mast depend 
very muctr apon the mature of the mind 
of the individual ; no general reasoning 
could be formed on that question. 

Do vou think it has on the mind of his 
} Majesty ?—I have no reason to think that 


put has. ‘ 


\) Are relapses more to be apprehended, 
fon thé récurrénce ‘of the’ malady, than 
Lafter the period of the first attack ?—I do 
rnot Khow that it is, necessarily, to be 
looked’ for ; “it ‘bas certainly taken place 
in this instance. 

‘ Ifa patient had beén Under your care, 
more tira once, would you not expect the 
return of that patient more than after the 
first attack ?—Certamby. — 





LIBEL TRIAL, 
Action of Mx. Hueu va or bea 
the proprietor of the Morning £0st---—~ 
~ Pried at Guildhall, before Lord Ellen- 
borough, 19th Dec, 1810,———Damages 


Do you attach any, and what import- |. | Om 1810. 
anveigne pian ‘Aokcmemtenarsslors prt 50Ukmeknom the Times, Dec. “eh or vi 
repeated attacks of mental diserder ?— |} Mev To stated, that ae sigh 
Provided; I. see.,.mo consequences arise | aetion of ; t by sis City 
from, the ‘repetition of the -diserder, I | Beth, able” of ava 
should attach: no importance to it. =~‘ | against: Mr Nicholas’ Byrite, the sist : 

In bis Majesty's ease have you obserewd | prietor of whe paper called the O16 
any, Semptnenepial tha:dehshsieia diheiee | st. ‘Phe ane was charge’ | and 
to -—Dhate ebservednone. «> | declaration with publishing a 

Did not the Chancellor know, before } , | 
he was actually introduced tothe King, | 
that you concurred, npon the whiole, i 
thinking it would-be better he shoatd see | 
the King, than that.he should:not ee} 
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documents under the name of Mr: Roger 
O’Connor, had appeared in Cobbett’s 
Political Register. An article appeared 
in the Morning Post of the 15th of last 
May, purporting to be an abstract or re- 
port of the speech of the Attorney-Gene- 
ral for Ireland, at the time when a motion 
was made in the Irish House of Commons 
relative to Mr. O’Connor and other State 
prisoners. .The speech comprehended 
several letters, shewing the connection 
between the Irish State prisoners and some 
persons who had attracted the attention of 
the Government in this country. These 
letters were followed in the article by 
comments on the characters alluded to ; 
and the comment attached to Mr. Bell’s 
name in the article, was, that he had been 
confined on a charge of high treason, in Eng- 
land, in February, 1798. This was totally 
untrue; and yet its effect upon the cha- 
racter of a peaceable and respectable man 
must be most serious, if it were not done 
away by the measures which were now 
adopted, at once to clear the plaintiff’s 
character and to punish the defendant. 
He (Mr. Topping) knew very little of the 
Morning Post, as it seldom fell in his 
way; but it was apparent, that the circu- 
lation of sach a charge, in London, must 
be highly detrimental to any man,.in a 
country where reputation was the great 
treasdre of aman. Byt the.character of 
a dne regard and obedience to the laws 
and government under. which -he lived 
Was most essential, and it was that im- 
portant branch of character that the slander 
of the libeller was intended to cut away. 
In the present instance, there could be no 
defence, though there might bea feeble 
attempt at jastification. But that would 
sink under the advocate, and the Jury 
would only have to consider, what should 
be the compensation to the plaintiff. ‘The 
cause was from many circumstances a sin- 
dee One, bd not the least ofits singu- 
arities was, that i¢ produced the Attorney- 
General in the new character, of: defender of 
a ng malicious 2 slander ‘ous libel... That 
Learned Counsel had been: used to other.exer~ 
tion of his great powers: he had now to-act | 


the part of one screening the malepplence of the |. 
libelten At other times, the Learned GCoun-, |. 
sel was seen, pressing in @ differens. direction, -|. 


and mustering the whole of his strength to'beat. 


1910.—-Libel Trial. (1974 


However, in the present instance, even 
his powers must fail; defence was @ new 
field to him; he must now perform on @ yer 
instrument ; and he would probably be as 
awkward a performer upon that as he was 
upon the flageolet case, yesterday. The 
present case was, on the part of the 
plaintiff, of the simplest order. A reputa- 
ble man had been traduced—the injury 
had been offered through a mediuin that 
must make it the most extensive. Acom- 
pensation for that injury was sought of 
the jury, and there could be no doubt that 
they would do what justice required. 

A person from the Stamp-oflice at- 
tended to prove the paper of the 15th ot 
May. 

The part of the article to which the 
Counsel for the ‘plaintiff particularly re- 
ferred was a letter from Mr. Arthur 
O’Connor to his brother, Mr. R. O’Con- 
nor, mentioning that he hag disposed ot 
some property to dir Francis Burdett, and 
pointing out the present plaintiff as the 
agent to whom he had left the conduct of 
the sale, and other particular. business ot 
the same kind. This was followed by the 
comment of the Irish Attorney-general, 
that the persons who were alluded to in 
the correspondence were of the most svs- 
}-picious’ order, such as Sweeny, a state 
prisoner, Hugh Bell, a man who had been 
arrested in London, in February, 1798, on 
a charge of high treason, &c. This re- 
port was reprinted in the Morning Post of 
the 15th of May last. 

The Arrorney-GeneraL, on the’ part 
of the defendant, said, that as the Counsel 
for the prosecution had professed to give 
a simple statement, it should be met, on 
his part, by a simple defence.” The cir- 
cumstances of the publication were few, 
inartificial, and such as must perfectly do 
away: the charge of particolar malice 
against the plaintiff. hen-on an occa- 
sion which was ly fresh'in the me- 
mory. of the Jury, Mr. Roger‘O*Connor 
) had brought himself into the public eye 
Dy certain co ences; it became’ 
the habit of bis friends, to talk of him as 


a man of mere ON d loyalty. Those 
correspondencies were Font bench in the 
different Wome prints ; and ‘among the 
rest the’ Morning Post, ‘not ‘having, pro- 
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pe wen same. entire faith’in Mr. n> 
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r’s merits, gave its readers a rep 
prby sweninant Lol Obie: 
of Commons’ of’ Treland 














—— 
~ ee ee " 


agents a 
Ss I Fi 








nes 


a eh ee ee ieee 
a ek a L. 


elena 


Se 
yt 


Sedo 


. - TOS = 





~ a —— —_ 
a a 8 . 
me 
era 7 
- . 





























1975] 


jects. This report was taken from the 
Dublin Journal of some years back. Thi 
Jury had already heard how far the pre- 
sent plaintiff’s name wes animadverted 
on. it was merely in a cursory und acci- 
dental manner ; without any peculiar allu- 
sion, without any peculiar mark of malice, 
but merely as 4 part of the current para- 
“graph. \f the printer had exercised any 
thing like thought upon the subject, he 
would probably have omitted the piaintif”’s 
name. ‘The whole statement. was taken 
from a paper openly published, openly 
circulated, and. yet untainted by the 
plainuff in his zeal for vindication. If 
there ever had been evil in the thing, it 
had been done, and had passed away in 
the years which had since passed. This 
was to be looked to, and to be the great 
consideration with the Jury. The trial of 
the malicious intention lay with them ; for the 
charge of malice was only to be substantiated 
by proof of intention. It was in this sense 
that he (the Attorney-General) was in- 
clined to judge of the language which 
had been so singularly used by the 
Learned Counsel on the opposite side. _ It 
was impossible not to consider it as ex- 
traordinary, as very extraordinary and 
strange. The proper name for a charge 
of that nature coming against a person in 
his (the Attorney-General’s).. situation, 
was, slanderous and scandalous; but as 
there was, it was to be presumed, no ma- 
licious intention, it should. receive an an- 
swer. What.!. was the charge of professional 
severity, of pushing hard against the persons 
accused of libel; to be laid upon him? The 
whole course of his professional life was be- 
Sore the world, He was known from- his 
boyhood, and there was not an hour of his life 
that had a stain upon it ; he had never pressed 
the law; he would-make no, other reply 
to the singular and most unnecessary ex- 
preenione which had so hastily escaped the 
ounsel.on the, opposite side. It was to 
be presumed, there was no malicious in- 
tent in.this ; and. the plaintiff in the case 
ought to feel in the AY PAY There 
could be no mention to iniuce im ; the 
lication of the paper was for a purpose 
eh which he He ages possible aoa 
tion. There wasno imputation of treason 
meant now to be. fix 


was nothing. It would be ad- 
; JqHaBy. wan, & valuable part 
ter.of a British merchant, ¢ 
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highly reputable as loyal or honest sub- 


. ed on the plaintiff. 
Hla. sas seqnesaisit from it, and of course | 


ish merchant, or | feel this. 
ut the Jury would. 
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consid ay = 
sane “nine aetine to sajure, and the injury 

ey came to the question of 
damages, they .would make it a short 
one. The¢ase seemed clear, and the Jury 
would proportion their judgment accord. 
ingly. +, 

Mr. Pasley, from the Secretary of 
State’s Office, was called to give evidence 
of. the warrant for arresting the plaintiff; 
in March, 1798, - 

The warrant was read; it directed that 
Mr, Hugh Bell, of Charter-house-square, 
should be arrested on suspicion of high- 
treason. The warrant was signed by the 
late Duke of Portland. . Mr. Pasley knew 
nothing of the trial of Arthur O’Connor, at 


* Maidstone. 


Cox, a King’s messenger, had received 
the warrant on the 6th of March, 1798. 
He arrested Mr. Bell at eight o’clock in 
the morning of the 7th of March. He 
searched the bureau. and desks for papers, 
and intercepted the prisoner's letters. At 
eleven, he conveyed his. prisoner to the 
Secretary of State’s Office: Mr. Wick- 
ham was there: did not think he saw Mr. 
Canning. About half past one, prisoner 
was discharged from before the presence 
of the Privy Council. Witness had then 
nothing. more to do.with him, and heard 
no more of him till this time. 

Mr. Toppinc, in reply, could not re- 
press his astonishment at the manver 10 
which the Attorney-General had taken 
up words which he had used in the open- 
ing statement. It was not becoming a 
man, to bring his personal feelings before 
the Court; but he would be unfitting bis 
station—he would be unfitting the gown 
he wore, as King’s Counsel—if he coul 
be silent under the language which the 


_ Attorney-General had used. No; he was 


not to be deterred, he was not to be in: 
fluenced by the “ vultus instantis rye 
« Scandalous and slanderous ! a: ; 
Attorney-General think, he was to stall 
up, and to. 

~., ‘Bestride the bar, , 

“< Like a Colossus, whilst others and peep 
"© Were to walk under his huge legs, 

ve bout” . 

** To find themselves dishonourable graves. ‘ 
No; life was not to be endured be a 
a Covenant, Td use the words of the g 
poet again, Sh hace te 
~“"@ E had as lief nat be, as live to be 

' In awe of stich a thing pai 
aia “ped 
The Attorney-General should t ‘m 
‘this, 1¢ shouldbe a lesson to Ms 
the longest day he had to live, 
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Lord Extensorovucn. ‘Mr. Topping, | 
it is perhaps better not to pursue this | 


line. The words which occurred could 
not have been meant sa strongly as you 
thnk. They merely passed as things of 
that kind generally do; it is painful 
when they excite such notice as at pre- 
sent. 

Mr. Toprinc. My Lord, the language 
was not to be endured, or passed over. — I 
owe a vindication to the Court, I owe it to 
myself, - 

Lord Ectensoroven. I know, Mr. 
Topping, there is no malignity in-your 
disposition. Icannot doubt that; bat it 
is better that things of this kind should go 
to as little length as possible. 

Mr. Toreinc. My Lord, I have the 
highest deference for the Court: and I 
will not enlarge on what has been said. 


But I knéw that what passes here must go | 


forth to the public; ‘and I owe it my pro- 
fession, I owe it to myself, to throw off so 
degrading an imputation as that thrown 
upon me by the Attorney-general. The 
sentences shal] be brief and few. Bat J 
must not sink before any man'who thinks 
to browbeat me into submission. 

He then recapitulated the facts of the 
case, and concloded by saying that the 
defendant, from even the justification 
which he had put in, must have been con- 
scious of the falshood of the charge, and 
that the Jury should consider the case of 
the plaintiff as that which might be their 
own. 

Lord Exrtensorovcn briefly stated the 
evidence. If it had appeared that the 
Warrant was on a charge of high-treason, 
the justification would have been made 
out, and a verdict must have gone for tiie 
defendant; . but the warrant only was, on 
suspicion of high-treason, It was cer- 
tainty improper, that a person’s name | 
should have been introduced as the plain- 
tiffs was; bat the Jury would take it 
into their serious consideration, in appor- 
tioning damages, how the evil was pal- 
liated, by its having been done so 
since, by the consideration of the rumour 
having extended as-widely as probably it 
would ever extend. The Dublin Journal 
came over to London, and was probably. 
sometimes in the hands of the present 
Jury; so that the additional circulation 
by the Morning Post could not have. the 
elect of much additional injury., A ver- 
dict must. be found for the plaintiff. 

The Jury, without leaving the box, 


10.—-Jucebin Guineus. [1273 
JACOBIN GUINEAS, 


Cause of Da Yoncn, who wes tried in August 


KEAS; and whose cause came on avain, 


in the King’s Bench, en the 9th of No- 
vember. 

Mr. Marryatr moved for a rule to 
shew cause why the verdict ia this case 
should not be set aside, and a verdict for 
the Defendant entered. ‘The indictment 
under which the Defendant had been tried, 
charged him with purchasing the current 
coin of the kingdom at more> than the 
current value ;.a point had been saved 
by the Noble and Learned Lord who tried 
the cause (Lord Ellenborough,) but after 
the strong opinion - expressed by his 
Lordship, he (Mr. Marryatt) felt that he 
must be obliged, in stating the case of his 

‘lient, to enter into the subject at some 
length—Lorp Ex.ensenoves assured 
the Learned Counsel, that he was quite 
prepared to change his opinion if he 
sheuld be convinced that it was erroneous. 
— ir. Marrvatr submitted, thatthe 5th 
and 6th of Edward VI. by which the of. 
fence charged ‘is the exchanging gold or 
silver for more in value than such gold or 
silver coin is current for at the time, could 
only be coticeived to bave.reference to a 
former Act of the 23d of Edward Il. by 
which it was declared, that it should not 
be lawful to take in exchange silver for 
gold or gold for silver, receiving more 
than the current value of either. Who- 
ever did so receive, or exchange any 
gold or silver coin of the realm, it was 
by the said Act, enacted, should forfeit the 
same ; and by the statute of Edward VI. 
besides forfeiture of the coin so exchanged, 
this offence was to be punished by -impri- 
sonment for one year, and by fine, at the 
pleasure of the Court: He admitted that 
the Defendant in this case had received 
for fifty guineas fifty six Bank of England 
notes for il. each and a dollar, valued at 
five shillings, being at the rate of 22s. 6d. 
for every guinea. He admitted also, that 
this was an increased sum above the value 
of a guinea, on the one hand, or that it 
was a proof of the depreciation of Bank 
notes on the other. t he submitted,’ 
that this was no offence.—The question 
here to be considered was, had +he De- 
fendant given more in value of coin’ for’ 
coin 2—-Ithe could buy a thing. cheaper for 
coin than otherwise, this was no © 


The valte of a Bank note was not ited by- | 
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Bank notes, nor were they esteemed a 
legal tender. What then was there to 
hinder aay man from saying for what va- 
lue or consideration he would take it ? 
This was clearly the interpretation to be 
put on the Act of Edward VI. as connect- 
ing it with the statute of Edward I{L, the 
former statute not inflicting any new pro- 
hibition, but only superadding penal.ies to 
those contained in the former Act. The 
statute does not say, that these penalties 
shall attach if a man takes or gives goods 
or notes for more than their current value, 
but confines itself to the case where a man 
may take more than its value for the cur- 
rent coin of the realm.—Lorp ELienso- 
rouen said, that the Court would be glad 
to hear the’ Learned Counsel: farther on 
this point, if the time did not press. This 
was a motion of great importance, and the 
Learned Gentleman: might ‘take his rule.— 


Mr. Manryatt then stated, that the Acts. 


which had a bearing on this case were nu- 
merous, being more than ten is number ,and 
at the time these Acts were passed. Bank 


notes had no existence.—It was then er-. 


dered that the Defendant should remain at 
liberty, on bail, till the question should 
be finally determined.—The Atrorwey 
Genera stated, that a case which had 
been tried before Sir James Mansfield, in 
Staffordshire, and which involved the 
same question, had by his Lordship been 
reserved for argument before the Twelve 
Judges. He thought it might be conve- 
nient that both cases might be argued at 
the same time.—Mr. Mariyarr agreed, 
that his Client should be personally in at- 
tendance at this argument, and thus the 
motion was disposed of. 
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SwspeN.— Declaration against England and 
English Trade, Nov. 19, 1810, 


We, Charles XII. &c. &c. &c. make! 


known ; whereas in order to maintain our 
relations with his Majesty the Emperor 


~ ef thé French, &e. &e. we have been in- 


duced to declare War, and to break off all 
commerce and other communication be- 
m and the United King- 
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> iN case, Con- 
trary to our expectation, any , English 
vesse! or vessels should be at present in 
any of the ports of our Kingdom, sucl 
vessel or vessels shall immediately be de. 
tained. And, with a due observance of 
Whatever has been enacted in the De. 
crees already issued in this respect, we 
do order, that no English ships of war, 
merchant ships, and, without exception, 
all vessels coming from Great Britain 
her Colonies, and the States under her 
wmmediate Government, or carrying goods 
being of the produce or manufacture of, 
or belonging to, the Crown of Great Bri- 
tain and her subjects, shall not, under th 
severest responsibility, be permitted ty 
enter any Swedish port.—And conforma- 
ble to the measures adopted in other 
States on the Continent against the im- 
portation of English colonial goods, we 
are graciously pleased to order, that such 
goods must not, from any town or place 
in our Kingdom, after this our gracious 
Decree shall have been duly made known 
there, be exported to foreign places on 
the Continent.—Accordingly, and as the 
stock of colonial goods now in the King- 


dom is sufficient for some time for the 


want of our subjects, we have thought it 
necessary to prohibit all importation into 
the Kingdom of such goods, or colonial 
goods of whutever origin the same may 
be, or under whatever flag they may a- 
rive.And, therefore, after the publica- 
tien of this Decree, no vessel. whatever, 
laden with colonial goods, shall be per- 
mitted to put inte any Swedish harbour. 
For the rest we shall separately order 2 
due and careful investigation to be made, 
in order to ascertain whether, and to what 
extent, English or colonial goods, after 
the 23rd of April, have, under any flog 
whatever, been illegally imported into 
the Kin ; and we will then order 
how, in what manner, the said goods 
shall be legally dis of,,,,And the 
concerned high and low Officers and at 
vants are to pay due attention that * 
has thus been ordexed with respect !0, “ 
first and second article be carried ot 
execution—-Giyen in:the Palace of an 

holm, the 19th day of Movember, O . 
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